STUDIES ON THE TABERNACLE

PREACHED AT NEWTOWNARDS FPC FROM 3RD to 8TH SEPTEMBER 2006 BY REV RON JOHNSTON
Introduction to the Tabernacle & The Gate  

 
(Exodus 27:9-16) 

  

Why this Study is Important
1) The prominence given to it in scripture
Fifty chapters in the Old Testament are taken up with the materials, measurements, ministry and the making of the Tabernacle as well as much of the book of Hebrews
The creation of the universe is described in only a few chapters.
2) The Pattern for it came from God
Exodus 25:9,40 states that it was God who designed this building.
God showed Moses the pattern on the Mount of God
3) The Purpose for which is was built.
Exodus 25:8,22. It enabled a Holy God to dwell among sinful men.
It reveals how sinners can come to the Lord and fellowship with Him.
4) The Picture it gives to us.
It is a wonderful illustration of the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 24:26,27; John 1:14).
It is a pattern, an example, a figure and a shadow of the heavens (Hebrews 8:5; 9:8,9,23; 10:1).
All important New Testament doctrines are seen in object lesson form by simply looking at the diagram of the Tabernacle.
5) What it produced in Moses.
Exodus 34:29,30 states the face of Moses shone after he spent time on the Mount with God.
It was there he received the plan of the tabernacle.
In studying the Tabernacle we can see the Glory of God (2 Corinthians 3:13-18).
6) The Presence of God filled it.
When the tabernacle was built and consecrated the glory of God filled the building (Exodus 40:35).
Exodus 27:9-19
The Court
It was the place of Pardon, Peace, Prayer, Praise and Protection (Psalm 65:4; 84:2; 92:13; 100:4)
The Fence
White Linen represents God’s Righteousness (Revelation 19:18).
The brass foundation spoke of the Judgement of God (revelation 1:14.15).
The silver spoke of Redemption.
To those Outside. The fence prevented sinners from approaching unto God (Romans 1:17; 3:21)
To those Inside. The fence provided security. The believer is shielded by the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21).
The Gate (verse 16)
Christ is the Gate to Heaven
It is an illustration of Christ. He is the only entrance to heaven (John 10:9; 14:6).
How he became the Gate to heaven?
The 4 supports held up the curtain to view.
The 4 gospels hold up Christ to our gaze.
The colours illustrate Christ person and work.
1) Blue - He is Lord from Heaven (John 1:1,14; 3:13,31; 20:31).
No genealogy is given because as God he had none.
2) White Linen - The word for linen in the Hebrew denoted it was white. Linen comes from a plant, which grows in the earth.
Luke sets forth Christ as the perfect man. His genealogy is traced back to Adam (3:38)
3) Purple – The King (Matthew 1:1; 2:2; 28:18).
4) Scarlet – Psalm 22:6 In Mark Christ is presented as the Suffering Saviour. No genealogy is given.
We are saved by his blood (Romans 3:25; 5:9).
How do we enter through the Gate?
The gate was wide. The gospel invitation is for the ‘whosoever will’.
Christ did not say He was a way or a good way or even the best way to God but he declared he is the ONLY way (John 14:6).
Maybe as a child you remember as I do singing in Sunday school the chorus:
‘One door and only one and yet its sides are two, inside and outside on which side are you’.
It is not enough to be able to describe a door, one must go through it.
It is not enough to know that Christ is the door or even to urge others to go through him for salvation.
Each person is responsible to take that step of faith for themselves and enter through Christ the open door.
We need to be able to say not only that He is A saviour, not only that He is The Saviour but that he is My Saviour, My God, My King, My Friend. 

The Brasen Altar 

 [image: image1.jpg]


 

(Exodus 27:1-8; John 1:19; Hebrews 9:22-26; 10:12) 

  

Illustrates cleansing by the blood – Salvation
The English word ‘altar’ means ‘lifted up’.
See John 3:14; 8:28; 12:32 along with 14:6
Christ was lifted up on Calvary to be the Way, the Truth and the Life.
The Hebrew word means ‘Place of Slaughter’.
This was a place of blood and death.
The Position of the Altar
At the door of the tabernacle (Exodus 40:6).
It was the first item seen on entering through the Gate.
The Prominence of the Altar
In size (verse 1).
In use (exodus 29:38-42; 2 Chronicles 1:5-7).
In scripture.
The Plan of the Altar
Designed by God but made by man. (Acts 2:23)
Substance (verse 1)
Strengthening (verse 2)
Shape (verse 1)
Staves (verses 6&7)
Support (verse 4&5) A grate.
The Propitiation at the Altar (verse 3)
1) Shedding of blood and the death of the sacrifice (Leviticus 1:5; 17:11; Hebrews 9:22,23)
2) Fire of God fell on the sacrifice (Leviticus 9:24; 6:13; Hebrews 12:29; 1 Thessalonians 1:8) Christ quenched the fire for his people.
3) Ashes (Leviticus 6:10,11; Hebrews 10:11,12; 9:26; John 19:41)
Ashes are the record that the fire had completed it work. They were carried to a clean place. Ashes were used for sprinkling the unclean. (Numbers 19)
The power of the Altar (verse 2)
Horns are a symbol of power (Habakkuk 3:4; Daniel 7:8; Revelation 13:1-11)
There is sin destroying power in the precious blood of Christ shed on Calvary.
The Penitent at the Altar (Leviticus 1:2-51)
The sinner was to put his hands upon the sacrifice as a symbol of confession, acceptance and identification with it.
When the sacrifice was offered, God said He would meet with them (Exodus 29:37,42,43).
The Perversion of the Altar
In Leviticus 9:24; 10:1,2 Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire to the Lord and fire from heaven destroyed them.
In 2 Kings 16:0-16 King Ahaz replaced the brazen altar with a copy of a pagan altar and later in 2 Chronicles 28:23-25 closed up the house of the Lord.
In 2 Chronicles 29:18-36 King Hezekiah restored the altar to its proper place. That was revival.
The Presentation at the Altar
There were thank offerings presented at the altar. Also the offering of the basket of the firstfruits.
Such love demands a response from the believer – our bodies as a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1)
Luke 23:33 ‘Calvary, there they crucified Him’ 

The Laver 
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(Exodus 30:18-21; Exodus 38:8; John 15:3; James 1:23-24) 

  

The Tabernacle proper typifies fellowship with God. It symbolises the Christian life as it should be lived.
The Framework (Exodus 26:15-30)
Each board was made of wood picturing Christ in his humanity (Isaiah 53:2; 1 Timothy 2:5). It was overlaid with gold picturing Christ in His deity. Two natures but one person.
The Foundation (Exodus 26:19,21,25)
The foundation was of silver which came from what was known as atonement money (Exodus 30:11-15; 38:25-27). It was built upon the sure foundation of that which typified the preciousness of redemption (1 Peter 1:18,19).
The Coverings (Exodus 26:1-14)
1) Badgers Skin Covering (verse 14)
The Humiliation of Christ
It was all that the outsider saw of the tabernacle and reminds us of the Saviours life (Isaiah 53:2,3; John 1:10).
2) Rams Skins Dyed Red Covering (verse 14)
The Consecration of Christ
Christ consecrated himself to do the Father’s will even unto death (Psalm 40:6-8; Philemon 2:8; Exodus 29:26) so that He would be His peoples covering (Genesis 3:21; chapter 22)
3) Goats Hair Curtains: The Tent (verses 7-13)
The Expiation of Christ
The goat was used as a sin offering for the nation on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Isaiah 53:12,13). A scapegoat would carry the sins of the people into the wilderness symbolising Christ’s resurrection.
4) Linen Curtains: The Tabernacle (verses 1-6)
The Exaltation of Christ
The gold, blue and cherubim picture Christ ascended into glory to represent His people. The believer is securely covered by Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension.
Before entering into the Holy Place sin had to be judged and cleansed.
The Laver (Exodus 30:17-21)
Illustrates cleansing by the Book – Sanctification
1) People who used the laver (verse 19)
It was to be used only by the Old Testament priests. Every believer today is a New Testament priest and has the privilege of access to God (1 Peter 2:5; Revelation 1:6).
2) Position of the Laver (verse 18)
It was placed between the altar (which represented salvation through the Blood of Christ) and the tabernacle (which represented enjoyment of the privileges of being a priest).
3) Plan of the laver (verse 17&18)
It was made of brass and contained water. The scripture is enduring and is compared to water in Ephesians 5:26.
4) Preparation of the laver (Exodus 38:8)
It was made from the looking glasses of the ladies (1 Peter 3:3-4; James 1:23-25)
5) Purpose of the laver (verse 19)
It was made so that the priests could wash at it. The believer is able to wash at the laver of God’s word. (Psalm 24:3; John 13:8-10)
6) Procedure at the laver (verse 19)
As we seek to approach unto God or serve Him we must make sure to wash our hands and our feet i.e. to make sure that our walk and our work are in conformity to God’s Word.
That is why Paul told the Christians at Corinth to ‘cleanse themselves from filthiness (2 Corinthians 7:1)
7) Penalty for not using the Laver
A believer who will not confess known sin will not be able to fellowship with God (John 1:7-11)
To try and serve or fellowship without cleansing results in chastening and maybe even death (1 Corinthians 11:30; Hebrews 12:5-11).
Before we can enjoy fellowship in the Holy Place we must experience cleaning by the Blood and the Book.
‘Ye are clean through the word’ John 15:3 

The Holy Place 
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(Exodus 25:23-40; Exodus 30:1-10) 

  

The Table (Exodus 25:23-30)
Substance of it (verse 23&24)
Size of it (verse 23)
Setting around it (verse 25)
Staves to carry it (verse 26-28)
Serving pieces for it (verse 29; Number 7:14,20)
Shewbread on it (verse 30)
Continual bread (Numbers 4:7; Exodus 25:30)
Hallowed Bread (1 Samuel 21:4)
The Bread (Leviticus 24:9)
Provision of it ‘By statute’
Preparation of it ‘Flour…frankinsense…by fire’ (verses 5&7)
People for whom provided ‘Aaron and his sons‘
Place of eating ‘In the Holy Place’
A place of communion, illumination contemplation, supplication.
Partaking of it. ‘Shall eat it’ on the Sabbath (verse 8)
Purpose of eating
To strengthen the priest for service. We must fee on Christ in His Word.
The Lampstand (Exodus 25:31-40)
Plan of Lampstand
It was made of pure gold (verse 39) and beaten into shape (verse 31). It had a centre stem with 3 branches on either side. Each stem had representations of almond buds, blossoms and fruit. Its 7 lamps were continually kept burning (Exodus 27:20,21) by filling them daily with pure olive oil and trimming each lamp (Exodus 30:7,8)
Picture of Christ
Christ was pure gold beaten on Calvary but now in glory is light for his people. Almond represents ‘resurrection’ (Numbers 17:8). Christ is our Great High Priest raised for us. Revelation 3:1 and 4:5 pictures Christ with the 7 Spirits of God. The Holy Spirit is also typified by the oil.
Purpose of Lampstand
It was to give light: ‘over against itself’ (verse 37); ‘over against the table’ (Exodus 40:24) and on the altar of incense (Exodus 30:7,8). The spirit reveals Christ, illuminates the Word and helps in prayer.
People of God to be Lights
As we dwell in the Holy Place our High Priest tends us (Exodus 27:21) and fills us with the oil of the Spirit (Zechariah 4:6) so that we may shine before the Lord (Exodus 40:25; Revelation 1:13,20). We are to shine constantly (Exodus 27:20); calmly (Exodus 27:20); and clearly (Exodus 25:38).
‘Lord give me oil in my lamp and keep my burning’
Altar of Incense (Exodus 30:1-10)
Incense is a symbol of prayer (Psalm 141:2; Luke 1:10; Revelation 5:8; 8:3). Christ is our Great High Priest who continually intercedes for us in heaven (Hebrews 7:25).
Through Christ we too can offer prayer and praise (Hebrews 13:15; John 16:23,24; Ephesians 2:18)
1) Who can offer prayers (verse 7)
Priests who are chosen, called, cleansed and clothed.
2) Why we can offer prayer (verse 1-5)
Because Christ is our altar
3) Where we can offer prayer (verse 6)
Only when we go to the laver and then into the Holy Place.
4) Way in which we should offer prayer (verse 7-10)
(a) The Prescription of prayer (verses 7&25)
(b) The Passion of prayer (verse 7) (BURN)
(c) The Persistance of Prayer (verse 7&8)
(d) The Perversion of prayer (verse 9; Levitucus 10:1,2)
5) Why we should offer prayer (verse 10)
Because it is Holy unto the Lord.
6) Who we should pray for (Exodus 28:29-30)
Those the Lord lays upon our heart.
7) What happened as the Priest prayed
He saw the beauty of the Holy Place which symbolised the beauty of Christ.
The fragrance of the Holy incense was upon him.
The Ark of the Covenant 
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(Exodus 25:10-22; Hebrews 9:4) 

  

The Ark is one of the clearest types of the Lord Jesus and his work of salvation I the entire Bible.
The Command for the Ark (verse 10)
It was the first item mentioned. It was there that God would meet with His people (verse 22). It was called by various names (1 Samuel 3:3; exodus 25:22; Numbers 10:33; 1 Kings 2:26; Psalm 132:8; 2 Chronicles 35:3).
The Construction of the Ark (verses 10&11)
It was a chest made of wood overlaid with gold, which typifies the union of Christ’s divine and human natures.
The Contents of the Ark (verse 16; Hebrews 9:4)
1) The Pot of Manna
Christ is the true spiritual manna (John 6:35) Who is sufficient to meet his peoples needs (Philemon 4:19). He is the PROPHET.
2) Aaron’s rod that budded (Numbers 16&17)
Christ rose from the dead to be our Great High PRIEST.
3) The Tables of the Law
Christ kept the law perfectly. He is the KING.
God has given us all we need in Christ.
Carrying of the Ark (verses 12&15)
The symbol of the presence of God in Christ went with them in the their journeys. It was carried by the Levites. Only priests could touch it (Numbers 4:5,6,15).
Coverings of the Ark (Numbers 4:5,6)
When carried among the people it was to be covered. The outer covering was of blue signifying the heavenly nature of the Ark.
Career of the Ark
Numbers 10:33-36. The ark leads the people.
Numbers 14:44,45. They are defeated without the Ark.
Joshua 3:14-17. The Ark parts the river Jordan.
Joshua 6. The Ark is carried around Jericho.
Joshua 8:33. They gather to be blest at the Ark.
Judges 20:27,28. They come to the Ark for guidance.
1 Samuel 4:3,22. The Ark is captured
1 Samuel 5. The Philistines are cursed
1 Samuel 6:7,8. The Ark is returned.
1 Samuel 6:19. Men of Bethshemesh are killed after looking into the Ark.
2 Samuel 6;1 Chronicles 13-16 Uzziah was killed for touching the Ark. David later brings the Ark back in the proper manner and blessing results.
The staves were only taken out when it was placed in the temple (2 Chronicles 5:9,10)
The Saviour will go with us all the way to the Heavenly temple (Revelation 11:19)
The Cover on the Ark (verses 17-22)
The Mercy Seat was a solid gold lid with cherubim upon it. It was here the presence of the Lord dwelt (verse 22; Psalm 99:1; Revelation 4&5)
It illustrates the security of the Lord’s people.
1) The Mercy Seat covered the law. Christ is our mercy seat (Hebrews 9:5, 2:7; Romans 3:22-26; 1 John 4:10).
2) The High Priest sprinkled the blood before and upon it on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16).
The Reason for it (verse 30; Hebrews 9:22,23)
The Repetition of it (verse 2; Exodus 23:27; Hebrews 9:7,8,25,26)
The Right to do it (verse 17; Hebrews 5:1,4,5)
The Requirement to do it (Hebrews 9:7,12)
The Rules for it
The blood was sprinkled on and before the mercy seat (verses 14&15).
Incense was offered (verses 12,13; Hebrews 9:4, 7:25). The live goat was sent into the wilderness (verses 21&22; Hebrews 10:17). The robes were put on again (verses 23&24; Hebrews 2:9). The tabernacle and people were cleansed (verses 5&7; Hebrews 9:21-23)
When you have doubts look to the mercy seat
Communion at the Ark (Exodus 25:22)
God met with sinful man at the blood sprinkled mercy seat.
How do we get there?
Though the veil (Exodus 26:31-34).
The Description of the veil
The material of it (verse 31). The marks on it (verse 31). The means of hanging it (verses 33&34).
The Division by the veil
It divided the Holiest from the Holy place (verse 33; Hebrews 9:8)
The Division in the veil (Matthew 27:50-53)
After Christ cried ‘It is finished’ and gave up the spirit the veil was rent:
Divinely (verse 51)
Deliberately (verse 50)
Dramatically (verses 51-53)
Christ our Great High Priest opened heaven (Hebrews 9:11,12), cleansed heaven (Hebrews 9:20-23), intercedes in heaven (Hebrews 9:24) and has secured access for us into heaven (Hebrew 10:19,20; 4:16) 

How it was Built 
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(Exodus 25:1-9; Exodus 35-40) 

  

The Building of the Tabernacle
In the Old testament God had a building for His people. In the New Testament God’s people are His building.
The church is His dwelling place (Ephesians 2:20,21; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Hebrews 3:6; 1 Peter 2:5).
The Commencement
a) Plan (Exodus 35:4-19)
Willing wise hearted people were to give. God blesses a cheerful giver. They gave their very shoe leather and during their journey n the wilderness their shoes never wore done (Ezekiel 16:10; Deuteronomy 8:4; 29:5).
b) Problem (Exodus 35:20-29; 36:3-7)
They brought too much and had to be restrained from giving.
The Construction
a) Led by spirit filled workers (Exodus 35:30-36:2)
b) List of each item made (Exodus 36:8-39:31)
The Completion
a) Work finished and presented (Exodus 39:21-41)
Note that the expression ‘As God had commanded’ occurs 10 times in Chapter 39.
There was a variety of tasks to be done.
Some worked with gold, some with silver while others collected and spun goat’s hair.
All the jobs were important.
Every believer has a gift from the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12).
b) Work inspected and approved (39:42,43)
As Moses inspected the work that had been done so the Lord Jesus Christ inspects our labours for Him. How wonderful to be able to receive His ‘well done’.
The Consecration
a) Setting up of the Tabernacle (Exodus 40:2-11, 17-33)
Everything was put into its proper place.
b) Sanctification of the priests (Exodus 40:12-16; 31,32)
They were cleansed, clothed and consecrated.
c) Sacrifice offered (Exodus 40:29)
d) Supernatural Witness of God (Exodus 40:34-38)
The Tabernacle was still an empty building until suddenly, supernaturally and sovereignly the Glory of God filled the House.
The ‘Glory of God’ showed that He had accepted their work; that He alone is Sovereign and that He authenticated his servants’ claims.
Apostates were destroyed by that ‘Glory’ (Number 16:12-35)
Unsaved will be destroyed by the Glory of His coming (2 Thessalonians 1:8; revelation 6:15-17)
We saw the Glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ when we were saved (2 Corinthians 4:6).
We continue to see His glory revealed in scripture (2 Corinthians 3:18).
One day we will see Christ’s Glory when He returns (Revelation 21:3; 22:4).
In the meantime we ought to pray that His Glory will fill His Church in revival blessing.
We long for an extraordinary sense of God’s Majesty and Holiness to be present at our services.
This is not simply a lecture on the subject of ‘What God did in the Tabernacle 3,000 years ago’.
It is a description of what He can still do in your life and in your church.
May the Glory of the Lord fill His Tabernacle (Exodus 40:34). 

